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Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) – Ministry of Science and technology, taiwan (MoST)
Joint Project

Guidance Notes

	The following notes provide guidance on eligibility and completion of the application form.
All completed applications must reach the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) by the closing date.


Objectives of the Joint Projects Scheme

The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) – Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan (MoST) Joint Project scheme is designed to facilitate international collaboration between researchers based in Scotland and Taiwan.  The Joint Project grant provides a maximum of £6,000 per year.  The Joint Project scheme runs for two years with Projects expected to commence in 2016. The funding may be seen as seed money to enable further collaboration and funding in the future.

The collaboration will be based on a single project, between a team or individuals based in Scotland and in Taiwan.  A relationship must have already been established between the Scottish-based and Taiwanese-based researchers.  The collaboration should involve bilateral exchanges between Scotland and Taiwan (applications will only be considered for bilateral, not multi-lateral, projects).  

Subject Areas
Applications are invited for Joint Projects in the field of: 

· Sensors and imaging and their applications including medical areas

· Neuroscience
For work outside these thematic areas, or for Joint Projects with other countries, applicants may wish to consider applying to the Royal Society (of London) Joint Project scheme: http://royalsociety.org/International-Joint-Projects/.

Participants

Joint Projects are intended for researchers of proven ability, employed by research institutes in Scotland and Taiwan. The Scottish team is required to name a ‘Project Leader’. The Project Leader must be of at least postdoctoral status or equivalent.  Their role is to liaise between project participants and the Royal Society of Edinburgh and to ensure that the grant is used according to the purposes stated in the application and the Conditions of Award.  Please note that an award is ‘attached’ to the Project Leader, and therefore the RSE must be consulted before the Project Leader can be changed.

There are no restrictions on the number of participants per team. However, Scotland based participants must be employed by a Scottish university or research institute. PhD students may also be included on the team provided that the benefits to the project are made clear and that all funders are in agreement to their participation.  Please note, however, that although PhD students can participate in the Joint Project, the RSE and MoST cannot fund their international activities (travel, subsistence etc).

Duration and Level of Funding

The RSE – MoST Joint Projects run for two years and the RSE provides a maximum of £6,000 per year. The MoST provides a maximum of NT 300,000 per year. This may be used to claim the costs of travel and subsistence. Within this £6,000 up to £1,000 may be requested for research expenses. Research expenses may be used against any materials related to the research aspect of the award.  These may include visa charges, police registration fees, postage, printing costs, books, computer software, stationery for overseas visitors whilst in the UK, fieldwork expenses and animal and plant licence fees. You may not claim against computer hardware. Please note that there is no provision for bench fees, conference fees, departmental costs, medical insurance, excess baggage costs, and expenses relating to accompanying dependents or contributions towards salaries.  

Funding from the RSE is for the Scottish based group’s international travel fares and the overseas group’s subsistence costs in Scotland.  The MoST will provide funding for the Taiwanese based participant’s travel to Scotland and for the Scottish participant’s subsistence costs in Taiwan. 
Joint Projects are expected to commence in 2016.  Funding should be requested at least one month before it is required.  The RSE must be informed of any additional funding which has been requested or secured for the project.  The Society must also be consulted on, and informed of any changes to, the proposed project.  Failure to consult the Society about proposed changes could result in funding being withdrawn.   Any funds remaining at the end of the project must be returned to the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the cheque made payable to ‘The Royal Society of Edinburgh’.

Making an Application

Before completing the application form all applicants should check that they comply with the eligibility requirements outlined.  Applications must be completed by the Scottish-based scientist; submissions to the RSE from overseas scientist(s) will not be entertained.  Taiwanese-based researchers should apply directly to the MoST (for more information please visit the MoST website: https://www.most.gov.tw/int/ch). 
Closing Dates and Result Dates 
Closing date for submission of proposals 


5pm on 29 January 2016
Applications considered by MoST and RSE


February 2016
Announcement of funding decisions



March 2016
Joint Projects commence




April 2016
UK Organisation details

All applications must be ‘approved’ by the organisation in which the Project Leader is based. A letter of approval from the appropriate Head of Department must be submitted with the completed application form.  

References

A copy of the application should be sent to two independent referees of the applicant’s choice.  Referees currently based at the applicant's home institution, ex-supervisors/ mentors and collaborators will not be considered as appropriate independent referees.   Referees should also not be biased by any other personal or academic relationships.
The referees must complete the Referee Statement available on the RSE website and forward it (by e-mail) directly to The Royal Society of Edinburgh for the attention of the Awards Officer. Please note all references must be submitted by 5pm on 29 January 2016. Any application with insufficient references will be rejected.
Eligibility

· The Project Leaders must be of at least postdoctoral status or equivalent

· Scottish based collaborators must be employed by a Scottish research institution

· Awards are granted for research in the advertised subject area(s) only
· Applications will only be considered for bilateral (not multi-lateral) projects

· Visits must take place in both directions

· Joint Projects will last for two years only
· An applicant can only apply once per deadline and current Scottish-based holders of an RSE Joint Project Award in Sensors & Imaging are not eligible to apply.  Holders of other RSE awards are still eligible to apply.

Selection criteria

The primary considerations will be:

· The research background of the UK and overseas scientist

· The strength of the scientists and institution in the area of the proposed research

· The mutual benefit of the collaboration

· The strength of the proposal in relation to potential outcomes/impact
· The potential contribution to the UK science base

Ethical issues

Where any of the proposed research in a host institution overseas involves work with animals or with human subjects, the applicant will be expected to ensure that the ethical aspects of the project are equivalent to current UK standards.

Progress Reports

A progress report must be submitted to the Society 12 months after the start date of the Joint Project.  A Final Report must be submitted no later than one month after the completion of the Joint Project.  Funding for the second year of the project will not be made available until a satisfactory report has been received.  A report format can be downloaded from the RSE website.

Contact

For further information or advice, please contact the Awards Officer: international@royalsoced.org.uk  or telephone 0131 240 5023.  Full details are also available on the RSE website: https://www.royalsoced.org.uk/1193_MoST.html
The Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scotland's National Academy, is Scottish Charity No. SC000470
